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REMINDER! Cut day is May 7th. 

Donations to this cause are 

gratefully accepted and can be 

pledged online at            

canadahelps.org/givingpages 

Cut for the Cure...choose hope 

This month, MCS was a hoppin' place as we 

moved from March Break to Easter!  In addition 

to some of the events documented herein, we 

continued with our Grades 7-10 Math inquiry 

project, furthered our camaraderie with a staff 

potluck lunch (fajitas!), wrote the Grade 10 

literacy test, had a school dance, did more vi-

sioning with the Play Active project, prepared 

for elementary EQAO testing, had Dept. Head 

and Staff meetings, chose a Mission Statement, 

developed a Motto Committee, prepared this 

years' Trekkers, hosted the Bboyizm dance 

troupe, and wrote the TIMSS assessment.  

On the October 11th PA Day, our JK-12 staff 

spent the day together working on our School 

Improvment Plan (some details were shared in 

our last newsletter).  We also identified at that 

time the need for a review of our mission state-

ment, motto and logo, some of which were left 

over from previous high school only or elemen-

tary school only operations.  Our staff put 

much thought and discussion into the crafting of 

our mission and, after the recent March 7th PA 

day, put forward the following statement which 

will be used to guide and define our work: 

MCS inspires students to learn and become 

global citizens through its inclusive community 

of diverse learners, a supportive culture of 

unique JK-12 opportunities and a respectful 

environment.   

We invite you to join us, in both the journey of 

wonderment, learning and exploring at MCS 

daily, and in the contents of this next edition of 

our newsletter.  Come on in! 

 

I. Saari 
Principal 

 

https://www.canadahelps.org/givingpages/
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DON‟T FORGET about Mackenzie‟s final fund-

raiser for Cut for the Cure happening Thursday, 

April 24th in the small gym. The doors will open 

at 6:30 p.m. and Trivia Master Terry Serviss will 

commence the proceedings at 7:00 p.m. sharp. 

The trivia will include multiple rounds and vari-

ous forms of AV materials. Teams may consist of 

5-8 members with every member paying a $10 

entrance fee at the door to participate.  All pro-

ceeds go to cfc_2. 

Grab some friends and colleagues and form a 

team, then come on down to MCS on April 24th 

for an evening of fun and fellowship.  

Choose Hope….and we hope to see you all 

there! 

Curriculum Corner 
Parents are encouraged to visit the following link: 

http://oame.on.ca/mathies/learnMath.html#Teen 

This Ontario Ministry of Education 

webpage is for parents, guardians, 

caregivers and other family mem-

bers of students from Kindergarten 

to Grade 6, and Grades 7 to 12. It 

provides information and online 

links on how you can help support 

your child‟s/teen‟s learning. 

The guides also provide informa-

tion for parents, guardians, caregiv-

ers and other family members on 

ways to support the development 

of their child‟s/teen‟s mathematical 

abilities. The documents contain 

information on understanding the 

adolescent/teen learner, different 

ways of learning, engaging in con-

versations with your adolescent/

teen, and supporting mathematical 

thinking, learning and 

work habits. 

TIMSS: Trends in International 

Mathematics and Science Study ~ 

Ontario Minister of Education mandated 

the participation of the province‟s schools 

in the 2015 administration of the Trends 

in International Mathematics and Science 

Study (TIMSS). MCS was randomly se-

lected to participate in the TIMSS 

field test. TIMSS is an educational assess-

ment project sponsored by the Interna-

tional Association for the Evaluation of 

Educational Achievement (IEA). The 

Council of Ministers of Education, Canada 

(CMEC) is coordinating Canada‟s partici-

pation, and EQAO is coordinating       

Ontario‟s. 

TIMSS assesses student achievement in 

mathematics and science in Grades 4 and 

8 in more than 50 educational systems 

around the world. In preparation for the 

sixth administration of TIMSS in 2015, a 

field test was administered between 

March 17th and April 15th, 2014. In 

Ontario, 38 English-  and four French-

language schools were randomly selected 

to take part in the study. In each grade, a 

total of approximately 1200 Ontario stu-

dents participated. 

 The Grade 4 assessment was 72 minutes 

long, and the Grade 8 assessment was 90 

minutes long. The assessment contained 

multiple-choice and open-response ques-

tions on mathematics and science, and a 

series of questionnaires that were adminis-

tered to students, their teachers and the 

principal of their schools. 

No field-test results will be published but 

MCS was pleased to offer a representative 

sample of Ontario youth as part of this 

process. 

 

http://oame.on.ca/mathies/index.html
http://oame.on.ca/mathies/learnMath.html#Teen
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Our JK-12 school has started a process in 

which the school mission statement, motto 

and logo are being reviewed (as outlined in 

our recent newsletters). School staff have 

developed a mission statement and have 

formed a Motto Committee; subsequently, 

a process to examine the logo will be im-

plemented. While celebrating and honour-

ing the legacy and history (Cockcroft, Keys 

and Morison Public Schools as well as 

Mackenzie High School), the school is re-

viewing the effectiveness of such words and 

images that guide and define the unique 

learning experiences offered by Mackenzie 

Community School. 

The MCS Motto Committee is seeking 

online and written submissions via elec-

tronic or paper survey. Submissions must 

include a reason (not more than one page 

in length) to support your choice of motto. 

The Committee will review the submis-

sions, shortlist three names and further 

consult with their constituent groups prior 

to making a final decision. Committee 

members include the trustee, administra-

tors, various staff (e.g. office, teaching), 

elementary and secondary students, school 

council and a community member. 

Please note that this process does not in-

clude “counting” similar or same submis-

sions; as such there is no value in making 

multiple submissions of the same motto 

and reasoning. Each submission will be 

given the same consideration by the com-

mittee whether it is received once or mul-

tiple times.  

The Mission Statement for MCS is: 

„MCS inspires students to learn and be-

come global citizens through its inclusive 

community of diverse learners, a suppor-

tive culture of unique JK-12 opportunities 

and a respectful environment.‟ 

A motto typically is a phrase expressing the 

spirit or purpose of an organization and is 

often inscribed on clothing, a badge, ban-

ner, etc. The previous Morison PS motto 

was „Growing and Learning Together‟ and 

the previous MHS motto was „Rere      

Ratione‟ (Think with Reason). 

Please complete the short survey to for-

ward your proposal for the motto of the   

JK-12 school renovated to educate public 

elementary and secondary school students 

in Deep River. The survey will close on 

April 25th. Paper copies can be obtained at 

the Deep River Town Hall, at the        

W.B. Lewis Public Library and at the school 

(and can be dropped off at these locations). 

The electronic survey is available at: 

www.surveymonkey.com/s/mcsmotto 

Thank you to those that choose to submit 

their ideas for taking the time to share your 

proposed school motto and providing the 

reasons why you think it represents the 

facility for public education in Deep River! 

Mackenzie Community School wants to hear from you! 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/mcsmotto
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Learning in the library has recently attained 

new levels of comfort! 

As part of an ongoing process to provide a 

more modern learning environment, called 

a Learning Commons, our School Board 

provided funding to update the furniture in 

the library. A committee of staff, students 

and parents discussed what the needs of 

our K-12 students were, and what kind of 

furniture might meet those needs. 

Older elementary students now enjoy their 

30 minutes of library reading time in two 

comfortable sitting areas. Secondary stu-

dents can curl up with a book or work on 

laptops, even putting their feet up on foot-

stools. Other students continue to use ta-

bles for individual or small group work. 

In addition, the library now has two Smart-

boards - one in the “story-time” corner, 

and another in the library seminar room. 

Mrs. MacVicar-Cox‟s kindergarten class 

was able to look at real x-rays, and learn 

about their bones. Mrs. Fitzpatrick‟s English 

class has used the seminar room for small 

group presentations.  

A cart of notebooks (small laptops) that 

students will be able to borrow for use in 

the library is arriving soon. Over the next 

few years, most desktop computers will be 

phased out, and wireless will become the 

norm. 

Further changes will occur during the next 

school year, as the Board adopts new soft-

ware for the library catalogue that will be 

available online, and will facilitate the circu-

lation of e-books. Don‟t worry, though, we 

will continue to purchase new fiction, non-

fiction and picture books, so that your stu-

dent can find the story or information that 

interests them.  

Library News... 

The Learning Commons: fireplace, 

couches, comfy chairs and footstools. 
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On Friday, April 11th, MCS hosted native 

dancers and drummers from Eganville Public 

School and St. James Catholic School.  

Led by Native Language teacher Ms. Michelle 

Gaudry, the group performed a variety of 

vocal, dance and drumming pieces.            

Ms. Gaudry introduced each selection, and 

spoke about the meaning behind them. She 

also spoke about the regalia worn by the 

dancers, explaining that often the colours and 

patterns chosen for the regalia are influenced 

by dreams and each person‟s spiritual jour-

ney. 

 

Native Dancers and Drummers visit MCS... 
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ELEMENTARY NEWS 

Mrs. Nolette‟s class enjoyed a visit from Nina Mistry who spoke about the Hindu cele-

brations of Holi and Diwali and some of the traditions connected to these special holi-

days. The class also learned about the symbolism behind Rangoli (artistic patterns made 

with coloured sand, rice or flowers), and tried their hand at making their own Rangoli 

with coloured plastic pieces.   

MUSIC ASSEMBLY 

On Friday, April 25th MCS welcomes the Deep River Symphony     

Orchestra’s woodwinds section. Elementary students will enjoy a per-

formance featuring bassoon, flute, oboe and clarinet in our            

Auditorium, with the JK - Gr. 2 students attending at 12:30 p.m., the 

Gr. 3 - 5 group at 12:55 p.m., and the Gr. 6 - 8 classes at 2:40 p.m.   

 Thank you to the DRSO for this spring musical treat. 
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Hey, man, can you dig it? 

April 25th is Hippie Day 

in the elementary panel of 

MCS! 

Pull out those headbands, 

fringes, and beads and 

let‟s show that far out 

Mackenzie spirit. 

Peace, baby. 

March Spirit Day: Twins & Triplets Galore! 

ELEMENTARY STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 
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By Avantika Vaidya and Jiya Dadhiala 

For many children Wednesday, April 

9th was definitely the most motivational 

and inspiring day ever! It all started 

bright and early as 39 deserving MCS 

students made their way on a bus to an 

unbelievable event called National We 

Day. We Day is a special day for hard-

working devoted global citizens who 

have pushed themselves to change the 

future of people living in poverty 

around the world. 

The doors to this life-changing event 

opened at 8:00 a.m. and the students 

from many different schools all over 

Ontario were pumped and ready to go. 

We Day had finally come and it con-

sisted of meeting some of the most 

inspiring people you could know. Of 

course the founders of Free the      

Children, Craig and Marc Kielburger, 

were there talking about all the achieve-

ments that everyone in that stadium 

had accomplished. 

The day started off with Lieutenant 

Governor of Ontario the Honourable 

David C. Onley‟s appearance on the 

stage. He started off this amazing day by 

saying “I want to congratulate each and 

every one of you because you earned 

your way here today!” 

One of the guest speakers, Martin   

Luther King III, shared the lessons his 

father had passed on to him. He moti-

vated the children to follow their pas-

sions and to master their skills. “That‟s 

what our challenge is, my friends:  being 

the best at what we are.” We were also 

joined by some players from the      

Ottawa Senators who gave jerseys to 

some of the deserving schools. 

After that, Spencer West talked to eve-

ryone about not giving up, staying opti-

mistic, and to “redefine possible.” He 

insisted that with teamwork and deter-

mination you can achieve even the most 

challenging of goals. “Get mad, get an-

gry, but then speak out and do some-

thing about it,” he said to the students. 

Later, the Queen of Jordan, Queen 

Noor, talked about how the world 

would be if we were all together as a 

group where there will not be any ri-

valry against anyone and no wars. “The 

lines we draw on a map are not drawn 

on the earth,” she said to the crowd. 

We were also joined by the captain of 

the Olympic women‟s water polo team, 

Waneek Horn-Miller, who told us 

about all of the team‟s challenges, and 

how much effort and dedication it takes 

to have real successes. “Every decision 

you make...how you treat people 

around you - that can have a positive 

impact around the world.”  

Between speakers, there were a lot of 

entertaining performances by bands like 

Neverest, Kardinal Offishall, Simple 

Plan, and the Oducado Twins. Everyone 

was having a blast, singing and dancing 

along with the music! 

A courageous grade 10 student, Ashley 

Murphy, shared her story about being 

HIV positive. She said that when she 

was 5, her foster parents were told that 

she would survive for only a couple of 

months, but she said, “Clearly, I had 

other plans.” Ashley is now helping oth-

ers with HIV and educates people about 

HIV in order to reduce the stereotypes 

associated with it. 

In the end, two young speakers, Vishal 

Vijay and Hannah Alper, shared stories 

of the courageous young Pakistani activ-

ist, Malala, and child bonded labourer, 

Iqbal, to encourage students to try and 

make a difference in this world. They 

spoke passionately about how young 

children like us can bring change to help 

make this world a better place for eve-

ryone. 

We Day was certainly a day full of inspi-

ration, fun and encouragement.  

~ 

Courage doesn’t 

always roar. 

Sometimes cour-

age is the little 

voice at the end 

of the day that 

says I’ll try again 

tomorrow. 

~ 

Mackenzie‟s EarlyAct club and Mrs. 

Pelletier‟s class ran a fundraiser 

garage sale on Friday, April 4th in 

the Multi-Purpose Room. The sale 

was a great success, raising almost 

$600 for Me-to-We.  

A special thank you to Jiya Dadhiala 

and Avantika Vaidya for raising 

close to $300 with the sale of their 

handmade bracelets.  

Winners of the big stuffies were 

James in Mr. Ogilvie‟s class and 

Danielle in Ms. Raymond‟s class.  

National We Day... 
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Enjoy this montage of photos taken at National We Day, April 9th, 

2014. MCS students had front row seats, and enjoyed the spotlight and a 

“shout out” from the stage during the show.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=winter+clipart&qpvt=winter+clipart&FORM=IGRE&adlt=strict
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SECONDARY NEWS 

Theatre Arts Company (TACo) 

Congratulations to the cast and 

crew of TACo for an excellent per-

formance of the play Hamlette at 

the Sears Drama Festival on March 

25th. 

Well done to award winners Keith 

Corbett, Desi Davies, Kayla Yoki 

and Liam Rogers for their technical 

skills, Zack Fogal who won an 

award of Excellence for Directing, 

and Jake McIvor who won the Stage 

Manager‟s Award. 

Despite the presence of a demon-

ized lighting board which com-

pletely froze during Mackenzie‟s 

rehearsal session, our team of stel-

lar technicians, with the assistance 

of producer Leslie Hart, perse-

vered, improvised, and overcame 

the technical issues, hitting their 

cues to perfection. What a wonder-

ful example of hard work and dedi-

cation! 

The actors and backstage crew 

quickly adapted to the new space, 

and were able to shine, despite hav-

ing no time to rehearse with the 

lighting. They were energetic and 

powerful, and they absolutely de-

served the accolade they were 

awarded for all their hard work: 

Outstanding Production. 

Mackenzie‟s play, Hamlette, was 

chosen as the play to represent our 

district at the regional finals in Perth 

where they came home with 

awards for acting and directing. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=winter+clipart&qpvt=winter+clipart&FORM=IGRE&adlt=strict
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=drama+masks&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=drama+masks&sc=8-11&sp=-1&sk=&adlt=strict
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=shakespeare+clipart&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=shakespeare+clipart&sc=1-18&sp=-1&sk=&adlt=strict
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TELL THEM 

FROM ME   

SURVEY 

As part of our focus on school 

effectiveness, MCS will be partici-

pating in an online school survey 

for students - Tell Them From Me 

(TTFM).  

TTFM is an online survey that al-

lows students to give their feed-

back and share their voice on their 

school environment, experiences 

at school, and any school improve-

ment programs. During the week 

of April 21st, all students will be 

given the opportunity and time to 

participate in this survey during 

regular school hours. The comple-

tion of the survey is voluntary, 

however students are encouraged 

to take part. Your opinion matters. 

Students who agree to complete 

the survey will be given a random 

username and password, and stu-

dents‟ names cannot be linked to 

their responses which allows it to 

be completely anonymous. Results 

will show all student scores com-

bined together - it is not possible 

to single out individual students in 

the results.  

The student survey will be com-

pleted electronically and will re-

quire approximately 35-40 minutes 

to complete. The survey measures 

include such topics as emotional 

and social well-being, physical 

health, and behaviours and atti-

tudes linked to student success. 

The survey also  allows students to 

give their thoughts and feedback in 

open-ended question responses.  

TTFM was created by The    

Learning Bar, based on the work   

by Dr. J. Douglas Willms. Dr.     

Willms is widely known nationally 

and internationally for his work on 

educational monitoring systems, 

including the Programme for    

International Student Assessment 

(PISA) of the Organisation for  

Economic Co-operation and     

Development. Since 2004, Tell 

Them From Me has quickly grown  

to become Canada‟s largest na-

tional school survey.  

If you would like more informa-

tion, please contact Mr. Miller in 

Student Services. 

GRADUATION NEWS 
Mid-term for this semester is April 15th, 

and marks will be transmitted to OUAC 

and OCAS the following week. Universi-

ties and colleges are continually sending 

out acceptances, so 

please continue to 

check your OUAC 

and OCAS ac-

counts regularly 

and particularly 

during the last 

week of April and first week of May. 

There are still a number of potential grads 

that do not have their 40 hours of com-

munity service completed. The list of 

these students is regularly updated and 

posted in Student Services. If you have 

service hours completed but have not 

handed these into the office, please do this 

soon. 

OSAP applications will be available in mid 

to late April online at 

www.osap.gov.on.ca . To 

apply for OSAP you must 

have already accepted an 

admission offer to univer-

sity or college on your 

OUAC or OCAS account. 

Mr. Miller will be running 

OSAP workshops for those interested. 

Please check the Grad Bulletin Board in 

Student Services for the dates of these 

workshops. We are on the home stretch 

towards Graduation, which is scheduled 

for Thursday, June 26th. 

Student Services 

https://osap.gov.on.ca/OSAPPortal
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MUSIC ASSEMBLY 

On Friday, April 25th MCS welcomes the Deep River Symphony     

Orchestra’s woodwinds section. Secondary students will attend a per-

formance featuring bassoon, flute, oboe and clarinet in our            

Auditorium between 1:30 and 2:20 p.m.  

 Thank you to the DRSO for this spring musical treat. 

The MCS Concert Band 

travelled to Stittsville on 

April 2nd to perform and 

compete in the Ottawa  

Kiwanis Music Festival. 

They arrived home past 

midnight with a well-

deserved silver achievement 

award. 

Congratulations to the band 

members, and thank you to 

Mrs. Susan Morris for her 

dedication to and support of 

our musical endeavours at 

Mackenzie Community 

School.  

MCS Concert Band 

More than half of the twenty-

three Mackenzie badminton play-

ers who travelled to Pembroke 

on April 7th competed in their 

first high school tournament 

ever, and they returned from 

their campaigns with stories of 

both trials and triumphs.  

As a team we captured 2nd 

place in total points behind host 

school Fellowes, who fielded 

players in all thirty-two spots.  

Our strongest performances 

earned gold medals in mixed 

doubles (Sage Tremblay and 

Jerim Ryan), a gold and silver in 

boys singles (Bheem Chouhan 

and Deyang Li) in the competi-

tive division. 

Derek Olstad and Alex         

Sonnenburg just missed medals 

in boys doubles, as did Aly 

Pruszkowski and Rayan Ben  

Letaifa in mixed doubles. 

Marianne Couture-Benitez and 

Kyle Rabishaw finished second in 

a strong mixed doubles recrea-

tion division. 

Lots of talent, lots of potential 

and a tremendous future for the 

junior badminton program at 

Mackenzie. We can expect more 

hardware from these athletes in 

their coming years. 

Congratulations to all the play-

ers who contributed to yester-

day‟s great team effort—be 

proud of your successes. 

See you on the court. 

BADMINTON 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=badminton+%5Cclipart&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=badminton+clipart&sc=2-17&sp=-1&sk=
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 

May 13, 2014  -  OPTIONS 2014 Trade Show in Pembroke 

Contact Student Services for more information. 

Mackenzie‟s Interact 

club is holding its an-

nual Band Night on 

Saturday, April 26th 

from 7:00 to 10:00 

p.m. in the big gym. 

Admission is $10 per person 

and babysitting will be available. 

Many MCS secondary students 

will be performing and        

COGECO will be filming, so 

bring your friends and family 

members to enjoy the show. 

The evening will include a silent 

auction, and El Salvador cuisine 

will be available for purchase. 

All proceeds go towards the El 

Salvador Interact Mission. 

Thank you for your continuing 

support. 

 

SHSM students participated in Fire Extinguisher 

training with firefighters Shawn Madore and Ron 

Cochrane at the Deep River Fire Hall on Tuesday, 

April 8th.  

The training was offered as part of the Energy 

SHSM and Transportation SHSM.  
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Students in Arts and Tech courses have been 

getting their hands dirty while honing their skills 

and discovering new talents. In a snap shot:  

Art students have just completed crafting Haida 

inspired mugs and are now exploring the 3D 

world creating dioramas.  

Transportation students are really getting their 

hands dirty, cranking on wrenches as they learn 

to assemble small engines.  

In the digital arts sector, photography students 

are “photoshopping” the perfect picture and 

engaging in peer instructed lessons.  

Senior woodworking students have just per-

fected their dove tails, tenons, mitres, and much 

more while completing their joinery projects, all 

to gear them up for their maple and cherry jew-

elry boxes.  

The rookie tech students are proving their abili-

ties as they put finishing touches on their beauti-

ful plant stands before they explore further op-

portunities in the technological sector.  

The grade 10 construction students have built 

model scale walls and truss systems as they learn 

the components of rough framing and building 

codes.  

The grade 11 drama students have been working 

on a variety of scripts and having fun exploring a 

variety of vocal techniques.  

The grade 10 drama students have been working 

on tableaux and reader‟s theatre. Both groups 

are now working on a script directed by class 

members exploring the roots of conflict called 

“Us and Them”.  


