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Once again MCS has done exceedingly 

well in the Brock University Caribou 

math competition. 

In the Grade 11/12 division, Kevin Chi 

came 5th out of 95 students competing 

world-wide! Our Grade 9/10 students 

also had a good showing, placing in the 

top 100 of the world.  

MCS had 15 elementary students par-

ticipating from Grades 3 to 8, and all 

did very well.  Eight of our elementary 

contestants placed in the top 5 

throughout the School Board.  

Thanks, as always, to Mrs. Dunford for 

the time and effort you put into this 

contest on  behalf of MCS participants: 

Kevin Chi, Deyang Li, Patrick Burton, 

Amy Cheng, Hai Ling Rao, Jiya 

Dadhiala, Laura Chin, Andrew Masala, 

Avantika Vaidya, Andrea Geiger, Kelly 

Ding, Ilinca Flacau, Jade Arsenault, 

Orion Wiersma, Cole Gogolin, Wren 

Rauliuk-Dunn, Jay Dadhiala, Sydney 

Foster and Fiona Ogilvie.  

So many exciting things are happen-

ing at Mackenzie!  We invite you to 

drop in with your child or young 

adult and cheer them on in sports, 

meet with staff, connect with daycare 

or FEN, or just to share your ideas 

with us.  Some of the recent happen-

ings: 

- student council (secondary) organ-

ized an outstanding Formal Dance 

evening with a Las Vegas theme 

- Secondary students have been 

choosing their courses for next 

school year 

- Elementary students have been 

engaged in an Active Play program 

(read more inside) 

- Computer allocations have included 

2 additional iPad carts for elemen-

tary; acquisitions this year will also 

include iPads and Google Chrome-

books for secondary 

- a reconfigured Student Services, 

Guidance, Special Education Hub to 

serve all students  

- a Student Lounge for secondary 

students 

...and so many more as you'll read 

about in this newsletter. 

We are pleased to announce the 

following staff as part of the MCS 

family: Matt McEwen (Geography), 

Steve Gravelle (Woodworking), Kate 

Carr (SSR, Math, Foods), Noel Foisy 

(Transportation), Kadiatou Cisse 

(French), Sharon Wagner (Arts/

Tech); and announce the following 

changed assignments: Karen Brumm 

(Guidance), Aubrey Fletcher 

(Photography), David Miller (SSR), 

David Steer (Music Ensemble),    

Candice Stephenson (Native Arts), 

Deb Walden (Phys Ed).   

March 7th will be a PA Day for us 

and we will be working on our JK-12 

mission statement and motto.  De-

tails about the logo creation and 

selection process will be shared in 

the next month and our community 

(parents, alumni etc.) will have op-

portunities for influence/design. 

As we look forward to the end of 

indoor recess due to cold weather, 

we continue to encourage parents to 

send their children and young adults 

to school on inclement weather days 

as the school is still open.  This can 

be especially disruptive and problem-

atic with our secondary students.  

Ultimately, the parent decides 

whether it is safe to travel to/from 

school on days that busses are can-

celled or passage/walking is chal-

lenged. 

Enjoy this edition of our newsletter, 

and consider letting us know what 

you'd like to see in future editions - 

it is challenging to select from all of 

the great things that are happening! 

Ivan Saari 

Principal 
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Curriculum Corner 
What can I do to help my child get the most out of math? 

Helping your child succeed in math is not 

much different from helping your child with 

anything else. Here’s what parents and other 

family members say about helping their chil-

dren with math. 

Be positive about math 

 "My daughter is growing up with a “can 

do” attitude towards math. Her skills are 

more advanced than mine, and I let her 

know I’m proud of her. Maybe you were-

n’t good at math, but your kid doesn’t 

have to know that. Have a good attitude 

and he will, too." 

 "I enjoy sitting down with my teenager 

and struggling through a problem to-

gether. Sometimes it’s hard work, but 

every chance I get, I tell her how impor-

tant it is." 

 "When I was young, I thought only nerds 

could do math. Man, was I wrong. Now I 

realize that anyone can do math, and eve-

ryone needs it. It’s where the jobs are." 

Communicate with your child 

 "It may be only a few minutes a day, but 

I’ll sit down with my grandson and ask 

him what math he’s working on. Some-

times by explaining it to me, it becomes 

clearer to him." 

 "I’ve learned to listen more than I talk. 

Listening to my niece talk about her math 

problems is a challenge, but it’s another 

way to show I care." 

 "I try to work math into our everyday 

conversation at home. Since I work in 

industry, I know how important it is for 

kids to know math in today’s world." 

 "From talking with my daughter, I’ve be-

gun to see math in an entirely new way. 

She likes taking the lead, and I’m sure that 

teaching me helps reinforce what she’s 

learned." 

(source: National Council of Teachers of 

Mathematics, http://www.figurethis.org/fc/

family_corner_school.htm) 

 

 

 

 A big thank you to the organizers of THEOP (Deep River’s Theatre Operating Committee) for 

arranging a visit to Mackenzie by the dance troupe BBoyizm. The group will be visiting the school 

in March, 2014 for two days to run workshops.  

Bboyizm is a street dance company whose artistic philosophy is based 

on the idea that a dancer’s self expression is paramount. Their motto is 

“Dance to Express! Not to Impress,” because if one is truly expressing 

oneself, their dance will most definitely be impressive.  

BBOYIZM DANCE TROUPE  
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Mackenzie’s Cut for the Cure 2 

(cfc_2) is entering its final run. Hair 

is growing and it is hoped that the 

funds will grow as well. 

The “cut day” has been finalized 

and it will be Wednesday, May 7th 

in the MCS auditorium. Local hair 

dressers and hair stylists will be 

recruited to convert Mackenzie’s 

motley crew into a hair collection 

and hair donation machine. 

The day will be similar to the origi-

nal 2005 cut day but even bigger, 

as the elementary panel will be an 

integral part of the event this time 

around. It’s a half day of music, 

fellowship and where multitudes of 

ponytails are collected on stage 

and then boxed up and shipped to 

the following foundations: Angel 

Hair for Kids, Wigs for Kids, and 

Locks of Love. Also on May 7th, 

back by popular demand is The 

Wheel of Hair...a probability device 

that is intended to elevate fundrais-

ing while having select teachers 

become recipients of the hair 

“styles” placed on the spinning 

wheel. 

MCS students are not required to 

grow or donate but are welcome 

to grow because the more the 

merrier! Students may offer their 

support in a financial manner 

through fundraising and adding to 

our total. There are no expecta-

tions in terms of what each stu-

dent chooses to do. Organizers 

would simply like cfc_2 to be a 

school-wide event and involve our 

entire community (inside and out-

side Mackenzie). 

Cut for the Cure 2 shirts have 

been created by Will Fitton using 

the cfc_2 logo designed by MCS 

student Tiffany Holmes. Shirts are 

available in all sizes with adult 

shirts offered in t-shirts and tanks, 

while youth shirts are only offered 

in t-shirts. The cost of each shirt is 

$20.00 with all profits going to-

wards cfc_2. 

Pledge forms have been distributed 

to all members of the Mackenzie 

community. Our students 

(especially our MCS elementary 

contingent because they are such 

awesome fundraisers!!!) may show 

up at your door politely asking for 

a donation to help our cause. 

A second, far easier option for 

most, is on-line donation. Individu-

als can go to canadagives.org. Do-

nations are easy, you are able to 

leave a comment and finally, an 

electronic tax receipt is emailed to 

you. To date, our total is just shy 

of $5000, and that without a single 

pledge form yet returned!! A re-

markable start as our community is 

getting on board. Please join us by 

taking a moment to go to 

www.canadahelps.org/givingpages 

(Search Mackenzie Community) 

and to check it out for yourself.  

While there...why not leave a do-

nation?  

Thanks MCS; thanks alumni; thanks 

Laurentian Hills and Deep River, 

and thanks to friends and family for  

helping to make this event memo-

rable. 

Pay it forward and choose hope. 

CUT FOR THE CURE     cfc_2 

cfc_2 logo design by    

Tiffany Holmes 

Pay it forward and 

choose hope. 
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ELEMENTARY NEWS 

Elementary Math Club 

The Elementary Math Club contin-

ues to meet once a week, enjoying 

math activities which stretch imagi-

nations and strengthen math skills.  

The younger students have been 

working on strategies for solving 

word problems and arithmetic logic 

problems.  

The older students have been work-

ing on University of Waterloo Math 

Circles problems, questions involv-

ing graph theory and geometry 

problems.  

All students from Grades 3 to 8 are 

welcome to attend.  

PUBLIC SPEAKING  

IN-HOUSE 

Mackenzie’s in-

house public 

speaking competi-

tion was held over 

two days, with 

Grades 3, 7 and 8 

speaking on 

Wednesday, February 19th and 

Grades 4, 5 and 6 speaking on 

Thursday, February 20th.  

In the Primary Division (Gr. 3), 

Fiona Ogilvie came first with her 

speech The Amazing Digestive 

Adventure Story, Liam McDonald 

placed second with Blackbeard 

the Terrible, and Ezra Klukas 

came third with Soccer. 

In the Junior Division (Gr. 4-6), 

Raphael Guerout was first with 

The Evolution of the English Lan-

guage, Dana Griese came sec-

ond with Moms Who Think They 

Are Cool, and Andrea Geiger 

came third with Cartoons. 

In the Intermediate Divison (Gr. 

7, 8), Avantika Vaidya placed 

first with Time, Dominic Klukas 

came second with Sugar, and 

Bridget Chiasson was third with 

Movie Bloopers. 

Congratulations to all our com-

petitors, and thank you to our 

honoured judges for your time 

and expertise. 

LEGION  

First place winners from area 

schools (or runners-up if first 

place finishers could not attend) 

competed in the Deep River 

Legion competition on Saturday, 

February 22nd. Students from 

Mackenzie came first in all divi-

sions! 

In Primary, Fiona Ogilvie and 

Liam McDonald were first and 

second respectively. 

In Junior, Raphael Guerout came 

first and Andrea Geiger came 

third. 

In Intermediate, Avantika Vaidya 

was first.  

Congratulations to all speakers! 

ZONE 

Competitors who came first at 

the Legion (or runners-up) go 

on to compete in the Zone 

competition.  

MCS has three speakers moving 

on to the Zone contest: Fiona 

Ogilvie, Primary, Andrea Geiger, 

Junior, and Avantika Vaidya, In-

termediate. 

Good luck in Eganville! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Student+Giving+a+Speech+clipart&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=student+giving+a+speech+clipart&sc=0-23&sp=-1&sk=&adlt=strict
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The best 

sense of 

humour 

belongs 

to the 

person 

who can 

laugh at 

himself. 

The results of our PJ Day on January 24th were:  

1st place: Mrs. Frisina’s class 

2nd place: Tie! Mrs. Nolette, Mrs. Konyk and Ms. Raymond’s 

classes 

3rd place: Tie! Mrs. Horn and Mrs. MacVicar-Cox’s classes. 

Love that MCS Spirit.  

Mrs. Horn’s Grade 1 class came up with 2nd place on Red, White and Pink Day on        

February 14th. Well done, Grade 1.  

Tied for 1st place: Mrs. MacVicar-Cox’s class and Mrs. Lewis’ class 

3rd place: Mrs. Konyk’s class.  

Student Council has been busy fundraising for our 

Brick by Brick campaign. In January, our Make a 

Change Day brought in over $200. 

We sold carnations for Valentine’s Day and made 

another $210. 

Thank you to all who participated! 

E L E M E N T A R Y  S T U D E N T  C O U N C I L  

N E W S  

Every month on the third     

Wednesday, Student Council en-

courages students to wear pink and 

take a stand against bullying.  Our 

Pink Day this month was on        

February 19th.  

Thanks to everyone who showed 

such great MCS spirit! 

Our next spirit day is will be Twin 

Day on Friday, March 28th. Find a 

friend and come dressed as a twin, 

or find two friends and come 

dressed as triplets. Show your MCS 

spirit! 
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Carnaval d’hiver 
On Friday, February 14th from noon to 1:30, 

the French teachers and Ms. Raymond ran 

Mackenzie’s first JK-8 carnaval d’hiver with 

the goal of building stronger school commu-

nity ties and promoting awareness of French 

Canadian culture. The students have been 

learning about the 60th anniversary of the 

Quebec Winter Carnival and the fact that it is 

the largest winter carnival in the world. 

There are 327 students in our elementary 

panel, and they were divided up into 32 teams 

of 10 or 11 students. Each team had students 

from every grade from JK-8.  

The intermediate students did a great job as 

captains, leading their teams to each event. 

They participated in outdoor events such as: 

sled races, 3-legged races, hula hoop passing, 

an obstacle course, tossing bean bags at a 

target, and moving snowballs with a soup 

ladle.  

Indoor activities included: a hot chocolate 

depot and a Bonhomme decorating station. 

The Bonhomme Carnaval, alias Mme Kim, 

went around to all the activities and made 

many stops for photo opportunities. 

There were many happy faces and rosy 

cheeks at the end of the event, and they are 

all looking forward to doing it again next year. 

Alors, vive le carnaval d’hiver! 
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The musical Harmony High will be presented in early June by those 

students from grades four to eight that wanted to be involved.  It is 

a musical about three new students and their first day in a brand 

new school where everybody sings.  The students have been re-

hearsing three afternoons each week and their talents have been 

shining through.  Directed by Mrs. Leclair and Mrs. Pelletier, this 

musical is sure to make you smile.   

MUSICAL THEATRE 

During the 

week of Feb-

ruary 18th, Mackenzie’s elementary 

classes from JK-8 participated in an 

outdoor learning experience called    

Active Play with KidActive. Each 

program took place entirely outside 

and lasted for 2 to 2-1/2 hours, and 

consisted of games linked to cur-

riculum and focused on health, 

physical literacy and environmental 

education. Role modeling is also a 

critical component of KidActive 

programs, so teachers also took 

part, helping to build a positive and 

inclusive environment.  

OLYMPICS-THEMED FUN DAY! 

Mr. Belleau’s Grade 7 class hosted an Olympics-

themed fun day and fundraiser in the gym at MCS. 

All the elementary grades participated on two sepa-

rate days, with Gr. 3-8 on Monday, February 24th 

and K-2 on Tuesday, February 25th.  

The gym was divided into stations, and students 

participated in a wide variety of events such as Wii 

games, scooters, hula hoops, face-painting, colouring, 

and hockey shoot-out.  

A grand time was had by all! Money raised by the 

event will go to the Deep River Food Bank and Brick 

by Brick. 

Thanks to Mr. Belleau’s class for organizing and run-

ning the events, and to everyone who participated 

and supported our day. MCS rocks! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Theater+Clip+Art&FORM=RESTAB&adlt=strict
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SECONDARY NEWS 

Mustangs Basketball 

JUNIOR BOYS  

How did one of the smallest high schools in 

Renfrew County manage to defeat two of the 

three double A schools consistently in the 

past season and give the county champions 

(Arnprior) two of their toughest games on 

their home court?  Not only that, how did 

they manage to win 1 of their 2 games at 

EOSSAA and produce a season record of 10 

wins in 15 games?  

  

The team of 14 boys was selected on the basis 

of character, and they represented MCS admi-

rably.  Officials, opposing coaches and teach-

ers commented on their good behaviour both 

on and off court.  A real plus for the team 

were the individuals who had been (or were) 

competing in other sports and were in top 

physical shape.  Those who had worked on 

their game during the offseason made huge 

contributions.  Parental support and encour-

agement was an important factor in the devel-

opment and successes enjoyed by the boys.   

  

 The team recognized that we were under-

dogs, and practiced 4- 6 days a week. We 

learned how to create full court havoc for 

opposition teams which led to steals and high 

percentage scoring opportunities, and the 

team managed to improve faster than the op-

position teams during the season.  It was im-

portant that the boys were able to cooperate 

and focus in the restricted half court space 

available for after school practices.  Involve-

ment at an early age in previous years in the 

Hoopstar program was important for many of 

the boys.  This past season the team also 

worked on their individual and teamwork 

skills during recreational play in the full court 

Wednesday nights and Saturday mornings, as 

part of the Provincial Community Use of 

Schools Program.  School practices were held 

most days of the week including a Sunday, two 

snow days and on the Monday Family Day, 

thanks to Mrs. Stephenson, who went well 

beyond the expected for this team all sea-

son.   

  

The success of the season belongs to the boys 

for their character, enthusiasm, energy and 

focus at practice and game time.  Credit also 

goes to the coaching staff, Candice            

Stephenson, Colin MacKinnon and David 

Lee.   

  

The team paid it forward by helping to pre-

pare adult coaches for a Hoopstar shooting 

clinic for all grade 7 and 8 boys and girls in the 

MCS catchment.  Two of the Grade 7/8 

coaches said afterward, “We enjoyed partici-

pating in the junior boys drills last 

night!  Great group of lads!” And this sums up 

the season.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=winter+clipart&qpvt=winter+clipart&FORM=IGRE&adlt=strict
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Nordic Skiing 
MACKENZIE INVITATIONAL 

On Wednesday, February 5th MCS played host to 

area high schools on the DRXC trails at the 

Mackenzie Invitational Nordic Ski Meet. 

Once again Mackenzie showed that it is one of the 

best schools in the county for cross country skiing. 

In the Junior Girls division, Mackenzie’s Brinna Fitz-

patrick debuted with a 3rd place finish, followed by 

fellow MCS racers Amy Cheng and Anna Katsaras. 

In the Junior Boys division, Max Guerout eclipsed the 

rest of the field over the 5.6 km course by finishing 1-

1/2 minutes ahead of the 2nd place skier. 3rd, 4th and 

5th places went to Mackenzie’s Connor Lee, David 

Klukas and Bradley Audet respectively. 

The Senior Girls race was all about Mackenzie. Molly 

Steer, Audrey Guerout and Bjork Eyvindson swept 

the top three positions, followed up in 6th place by 

Toe Greenfield. 

In the Senior Boys 8.6 

km race, James Osborne 

was the top Mackenzie 

finisher in 3rd place, with Aidan McKenna coming in 

6th.  

The day finished up with the 4 x 800 m relays. Once 

again Mackenzie had a near sweep of the categories, 

winning all but the Senior Boys relay. 

MCS thanks all the community volunteers who came 

out to help make our race such a success! 

EOSSAA 

Our Nordic team followed their successful Invita-

tional with a very good showing in Pembroke at the 

EOSSAA championships. The team represented MCS 

in true Mustang fashion. 20 students will be going on 

to represent Mackenzie at OFSAA later in the month 

where, skiing aside, Mackenzie has always been one 

of the best dressed schools :-)  

Go Mustangs! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=nordic+race+clipart&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=nordic+race+clipart&sc=0-0&sp=-1&sk=&adlt=strict
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Alpine Skiing and Snowboarding  
CAMP FORTUNE  

On Monday, February 10th the MCS Alpine Skiing 

and Snowboarding team travelled to Camp Fortune, 

Quebec to compete in the UOVHSAA Champion-

ships. The team came home with some excellent re-

sults, with eight athletes qualifying to go on to     

EOSSAA.  

Grace Gaffney placed 2nd overall, leading the girls’ 

Level II team to a first place overall finish in the 

county.  

Nick Osborne was 2nd for the boys, and Jason    

Buyers came 3rd. This earned the Level II boys’ ski 

team the right to compete at EOSSAA next week as 

well. 

Ali Pruszkowski qualified as an Individual snow-

boarder, and will be going on to EOSSAA as well. 

Congratulations to all Mackenzie racers on some 

great skiing and snowboarding!   

EOSSAA CALABOGIE 

Thursday, February 13th was the date for the     

EOSSAA Championships. Four MCS competitors 

qualified to go on to      

OFSSA. 

The boys’ team, led by Nick 

Osborne and Jason Buyers, 

placed 1st overall. This, together with other solid 

performances from the rest of the team earned them 

the title of EOSSAA champs! 

OFSSA COLLINGWOOD 

On Sunday, February 23rd, qualifying members of the 

ski team travelled to Collingwood to compete at the 

all-Ontario’s OFSSA. Competitors were greeted with 

cold winds, fast conditions, and a field of almost 300 

competitors. 

The boys’ level II skiers placed 13th in the province 

after a difficult day on the slalom course with many 

athletes falling.   The OFSSA team was Nick         

Osborne, Aidan Buyers, Jason Buyers and Alex 

Katsaras. 

Thank you to coach/staff advisor Mr. L. Gaffney, and 

congratulations to all competitors.  Well done, 

Mackenzie. Own the hills! 

MCS Alpine team members Aidan Buyers, Nick Osborne, Kendra Lance, Savannah Steele, 

Grace Gaffney, Ali Pruszkowski, Marianne Couture-Benitez, Jason Buyers, Alex Katsaras and 

team supporter James Gaffney. 
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ON ANY GIVEN NIGHT, ABOUT 65,000 YOUNG PEOPLE 

ARE HOMELESS. One of the most requested items that young 

people in homeless shelters ask for is a pair of jeans. 

Mackenzie’s Interact Club participated in a nationwide jeans 

drive, “Teens for Jeans,” collecting 184 pairs of “pre-loved, no 

longer needed” jeans for the homeless in the Ottawa Valley.  

The jeans were delivered and gratefully received in Ottawa on 

Saturday, February 8th. They will be distributed to over two 

dozen shelters in the area. Thanks to everyone who supported 

MCS Interact and this initiative.  

Mackenzie’s senior Theatre Arts Company is ramping up in 

preparation for the Sears Drama Festival in March. Zack 

Fogal is directing a small but talented cast in the fast-paced 

comedy, Hamlette, by Allison Williams. The props, cos-

tume and technical teams are adding their finishing 

touches, while actors are working hard to memorize lines 

and remember the numerous stage directions. We are still 

looking for one or two props, so if anyone has a spare light 

sabre handle (just the handle) or plastic skull that they can 

lend to us, please contact Ms. Alison McIvor at (613) 584-

3361, ext. 515. Let the show go on! 

On Tuesday, February 18th MCS Secondary students 

and teachers showed their support for One Billion 

Rising, an international movement that demands an 

end to violence against women.   

For two minutes after morning announcements, staff 

and students danced in the hallways to the pop song 

“Gangnam Style” to bring attention to the need to 

support victims of violence and call for an end to vio-

lence against women worldwide.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=drama+clipart&FORM=HDRSC2&adlt=strict
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The “Ugly Mask” project was part 

of the senior Technological De-

sign course at MCS. The basis of 

the project, used as an introduc-

tion to metalwork and manufac-

turing, focuses on the process 

more than the final product.  

Mr. S. Gravelle, Senior Technol-

ogy teacher at MCS, explains the 

process: “I demonstrate several 

different metalwork techniques 

and tools used to transform, 

shape and join metal together, 

then allow the students access to 

some metal and give them their 

turn to use the techniques and 

tools to create their masks. 

There is no measuring, layout or 

plans to follow. They just use the 

tools to create.  

“The students learn to use a cou-

ple of machines such as the 

Plasma cutter (electricity and air) 

for cutting the metal, and a spot 

welder for joining metal together 

(with electricity).  

“They also learn a variety of hand 

tools and processes such as metal 

shears/snips, filing, center punch-

ing, step drills, slip rollers, and of 

course the hammer and anvil to 

shape, bend and form the metal 

to the shape they want. 

“You can see their creativity that 

comes out through these tools 

and processes to become the 

“Ugly Masks” below.”    

Awesome work, Mackenzie! 
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SHSM: Specialist High Skills Major 
Student Success is about meeting the individual 

learning needs of each and every student. Schools 

are providing students with more opportunities to 

customize their high school experience and build on 

their strengths and interests through a variety of 

new and enhanced learning options. One of those 

options is the Specialist High Skills Major. 

 

In the 2014–15 school year at MCS, these SHSMs 

will be available: Arts and Culture, Energy, The 

Environment, Health and Wellness, Transpor-

tation, Construction, and Sports  

 

Key Benefits of a SHSM 

Pursuing a SHSM enables students to: 

• Customize their secondary school education to suit 

their interests and talents 

• Develop specialized knowledge and skills 

• Earn credits that postsecondary educational institu-

tions and the sector recognize 

• Gain sector-recognized certification and career-

relevant training 

• Develop Essential Skills and work habits docu-

mented through the Ontario Skills Passport 

• Identify, explore and refine career goals and make 

informed decisions about their future 

• Remain flexible, with the option to shift between 

pathways, should their goals and plans change. 

 

How is a SHSM recognized? 

Students who successfully complete a SHSM receive: 

• an Ontario Secondary School Diploma with an em-

bossed red seal 

• a SHSM Record documenting his/her achievement 

• formal recognition on his/her Ontario Student 

Transcript. 

 

If your son or daughter is interested in a SHSM they 

should talk to Mrs. Stephenson. 


